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MOTOR TORPEDG HOAT SWUAJROHS PACIFIC FLE
Office of the Commander
BeSeSe AC&HIUS, m&'ﬂhip
Iay‘be, P CIO
13 novenber 145

Dear Commander “anselow?

. Althoush ou are not directly urdsr my cormand, e:cest as a type
comander, I am seizing this oprortunity of r'riting Jou an "iloha”
note to wish you all success, wher you retwrn to ca.v:u.ian life,

I have wavened you for auite a long time as you functioned as
Grlef Staff Ufficer for Corpander Xotor Torpedo Zoat Squadrons Philipe
nine Sea Frontier and I have always felt that you kmer your duties well
and that vou performed them efficiently and adequately. vertalnly, as
type camnier, I have had no serioue cemplaint concerning the function
of your comsand, ard I thank you very mch for your assistance in make
ing my type cozzmm duties so easily iandled,

You appear to 8 to be a very capable and friendly oificer who
has done vcr,, ellin the motor torpedo bozt pro ram, and wio has car
vied into that program, tie same malities which mmade you successful
in youwr peace~tine dubies prior to the war.

I have no doubt but that, upon ;our retwn o civilian iile, you
wil’ be evan rcre successful, bacause of tie valr yoars, waair you were
Suk 3 2 " 3 & =

in prewar yeaors. lecdless to cuy 4 shall miss your pleasant personality,

With best reaxds I am,

Veiy sincorely | ours,

-

te e dedis :u’

Comuodore, tdi.

mdel' VJ:L".’}. lco "‘"\.».U\
Comi{iBrongi! ilicarrontier
¢/o Fleet Post (:lice
San Franeisco, Culizozni




WOTOR TCRPEDC BECAT SCUALRGSES PaCIFIC FLUET
{Iffice of the Coumarder

U.3.5. aCONTIUS, Flagship
I-B:te 3 P .IQ ’

13 HNoverber 1945

Doar Spikes

There is a rather strong rumor around the Samor ‘rea, in
tis wpper enlielons, that jou ore being debachied to obtain a very
hdgh Haval co.iand in .2shin ton. I certainly hope thet this is
80 because, as I tcld you once before, there s:ems to be =
beldiei among ti.e forces ab sca, that you were an ocutsiondine
Chief of the Bureau of (rdnance, ad I lmow, of ry orm imowledge,
what a splendid joo you did ac o Commander of arphibious Forces,

I also remember tial, lory ago vhen we used to play plf
together i wasidingion, I told [ou more than orce that I Forecast
that you would saue doy be Cormonder-ine~Chicf, nd; if the rumors
above referred to have any trubth, and I think that they have, it
appears as if you <re on bthe rood towards making my forccaost true,

I wani to thank you for the help you.sove ne, here and tliere,
during jour tour i tie roeifiec, and I wisn you best of luck in ~our
2 < X
new assiynment vhizbever 16 ma7 be.
wibh best regards, I am as ever,

Tery sincerely vours,

™Ry
e -w ..a-.x.unJ,

e Y YooaT
LLORL DG, Ulliy

Rear Admiral i.. H. Pe Handy, USH
Commmander {roiscrs-Uestroycrs Pacific
efo Flect iost Uffice )

San Francisco, voiifornla




Ny dear Foxlimers | |
wnmwmmm mwmmm
xma«mwmwnim?mtemwwamm

. of yous loyalty to me ani to the Flig M%m&maﬁm\
mmmmfmtn@m .

X £irst promesber mpsting you at Witusmm weze agting
" as the Comender of lbice Torpedo Boat smmﬁmmmam
Torpads Boat Squadron 32, in thot you wars the Sender Officor Prossnt. '
amﬁuzmwwmmmmmwumwmmm
; ien fact that thoy wore s fay

Mighe Tis iniisstec & leadersip of superior GEll m:}*: Akl

a s

hﬂﬁtﬂai&m&aﬁ' ad

later, whon I went o mmmmmm,zm

&rmwcmami.}cinam venetmmmormatm
in PT boata. I fournd that jou mwere ver; well-informed

practical
mmmnmtmwmmmmumzmm:wm
Cossopder~in~C::iaf vary suacessfil indeed.

mwuunmmwwmmmwumw
mmtypwwmmmwm,mmmmmm
in adreeen rescue work.

Mofweamir&aat«ast‘nt Squadron 37 under your eoowend,
uwmmm,mwmwmu@mem
‘ umotmﬁdation

rﬂ@-etyowdetadmﬁmw S‘uaff,!mtattmssmt&ml
m;mmy:wmmmmxmman success and
Qo mpeed in your mew endeavors, iy only charge to you is this we
gtve Whe Navy mwmmemumawm to gono.

Witk warmest parsonsl regamis, I am,

Very sincersly yours,
)

B, W, BATES,
wm, U@Sﬁﬁ'

m. m Co e I’am, Uu-tR
Salf « ComiTBRonsPacFlt
/o Floot Foet CLfics
S fancisec, California




HOTOR TORPEDC B3AT SCUADKRURS PACIFIC FLEST
ocfioe of ths Comander

1 Boverbor 1945

Captain R, C. Pazker, USH (Rst)
Stagff « CinCPac

afo Fiset Post Offico

San Frensisoo, Califorrda

DWR-G.,

Liontenant Commndor liark, on his retwrn from Peaxdl Harbor ths other
day, told me that it apposred as if you would soon retwrn to the retired
1ist, This was news to no, a5 1 had thought that thay would hold you there
in charge of the Amalytical Section until all work had beon thoroughly come
rlotod, Howewver, such doos 1ot seom to be the ocass, co I amtaldng this
demmmuto tall you what I think of your serviees

s war,

I first encoutterod you at Pearl Harbor in your prosort daty, and I
wmo qutto with tho memer in which you had tsken a considerablo
ebey of witrained roscave officors and made them into qualified
of such high quality as to mlw ths analytdcal roport uhich you put oub
nonthly very valmnblo, dnvdoed.

I had occasions thae in your office to ask you for advice

tho work that I was doing, and I always ford tint you wore not only ready
to asglist mp, ut that your sound, I attributed,in

was invariably
o large party the ovidat suscoos of USF 10 B to the assistanco you and your

offioers rendered ro, nob only in adviso, but in facilitating research,

. ihat you have nob boon a partdeularly well man in lmown to all of us,
and yeb_ have you over thought what it was that canscd tho Havy to retain

you in your poetticn, oven though not fully well? The answee is uito simple -
ond was given to mo by Captain Tom Hill, Captain Hill sald that oven wave
700 only able to work: bub o foww days a month, the coeron scnse with which
you viewed all thedr preblems and tho advico which you gave them, made yowr
rotation on astive duby irporctive, Braryone at Poarl is devoted to youl

The numerous Floot letbers which you prepared for Adcdral Nindtstls
olgnature almaye bore tho dmprint of sowsl logle, and alinys were worded
in such 3 way that any offiooy vhom they hit mst necsssarily subecribe to
tho wiseness of your Julgmoatt.

1 dontt know whetl your fubwes plans are, but I have Zittle doubt but
that ou plan to retwrn o tho simpleness of civilian 1life and there anjoy
the muy remining yoars which, I fodl confldont, tho pood Lard has in

-l e




gtore for you. May I wish you all happinoes in shatever you do, and may
1 thank you again for the assistance you gave to me, and on bohalf of the
mswmmm@wmrwmammummm

ing victory.
Wpemlmwda,zmaam,

Very singeroly yours,

Re vie BATES
Comrdorae, U,




MOTOR TORPEDO DOAT SUUADRONS PACIFIC FLENT
0££lce of the Corirmnder '

15 November 1945

Dear Jonnny,

This is, first of all, a lotter to congratulate you upon yowr advancow
nond to the rank of Rear Admiral, which I frankly admib, I wos glad to soe.
I lim to see the officers with whom I have been assceiated advancing in
the poaitions of confidence and trust in the Naval Carmxnd, I am, however,
only glad to gec thisc advancoment vhen I am also confidont that these officers
'w7ill be loyal to thelr couniry in that ass ignment, and will not seek per-

soml aggrandiscment,

I noted the publicity by My, Drew Psarson in comoction irith your
advancement, and I did not 1lilm it any more than you did, It seers very
unfortunate that so mony writers for pelitical, and alsc for personal
rcasons, chooss to risinform the public concermning the Navy, It appeared
to me as if Mr, Pearson wos using you as a cluvb with vhich to strike
Adriral King,

- Another matter that I wish to write you abowt is thils « I an wonder-
ing if, by some posslibility, officers in this Motor Torpedo Boat Cozmand
arc writing persoml lettcers to the Officer-in<Charge of PT assignments,
asking for personel preferonces, and ospecially asldng for assisment to
the two Squadrans 39 anmd 40, which, abt presant, are active in the Paciflc.
I ask this because yowr Burcau told me that I was charged with getting
the proper parsomnel in points in Squadrons 39 and 40, and gave e the
power to do it without first secking Bureau approval. Dvery now and then
an officer is assignad by tho BDureau to one of these Squadrens from Squads
rons being decormissioned, ard over which I have full control, withoub
any reference to me, which naturally interferes with oy planc to carry oub
the Bureau directives., 4 case in point has just occwrred « thoe case of
Licutenant (Jjg) T4illian J, LacKenzic, USR, 332000, who was directod dee
tached by the Bureau fion Squadron 20 to Squadron 39 or 40. I hawve asled
tho Bureau to cancel those crders. '

I have practically danobilized the entire Lotor Tarpedo Boat Fieet
of both the Philippine Sec Fronticr and the Pacifie Flect, By carly Decerber,
if Q0 spproves oy mc’mﬂt, concerning disposition of o linlted number of
PT boats, the extdre PT Fleot will have been capletely decormissioned
and denobilisad, :msofax' as points up to that dote goe I ameet also to
have all the Lotor Tarpedo Boat tonders; axeopt those Lo desimated for
active service, owroute to the States or in the States for ceeomissmning.
Cormodore Carter, Operations Officer for CinCPac, wwrobe mo that they think
what we are doing 1o cuibo romriable, after the FPI Flect, with it's

-l‘




tenders and bases, has been fully demobilized and decormissioned, I
don't know what the future holds in store for the motor torpedo boats
or for me.

FPlease remesber me most kindly to Mrs. Gingrich, and as for
yourself, once agrin ny congratulations,

Very sincerely youi*s,

Re W, BATES
Commodore, USH.

Reoar Admiral John Gingrich, USH
Burean of Raval Personnel

Havy Departrent

washin:ton, B. C,




HTOR TURPEDO BUAT SQUADROHS PACIFIC FLEST
Office of the Comrander

15 Noverber 1945
Dear Admiral,

This 4 & merdly a short letter to bid you "Aloha", because I imagine
that in a very few days, if not already, you will have left to take wp
your now dutics as Coppmndant Eleventh Naval District., I am enclosing,
haresdth, an Associated Press dispateh to the Navy News of Manila, shich
poinbsouhwbe:tyowmwassigmtistobe.

I hope that in your ncw assignment you will retain the rank of
Vice Admiral, I trust that you will excuse me if I appcar suspleicus,
but it was my understanding that renk must be held for one year before
ithwmawmomryammmdw&ilsﬂxmxthsmmetemm
of the war, rmadlv,d'mel%'?, I know that the date of yowr Vice Ad=-
nﬁraleomd.aajon 8 Decerbar 1944, oo that it is possible, if they wish
to, for them to revert you. I can mot believe that they will do so0.

The enclosed clipping is an award for Ted Ruddock for his work in
the Phildppines dwring the Lgyte Campaign, The wording indicates that
he lad 2 great deal to do concaming the plaming Ior ouwr operation.

Az a matter of fact, the plaming was all done at Laks Sentani, and so
far as I remewber, Admiral Buddock was not invited at all; so you can
the concern with which I read this citation, as it practieslly
indicates that his was the master mind in tho planning, I don't think
Ted had anything to do with this, but it indicates how officers, in
certain positions, often build up their friends despite the truth. e
kxmthattheplansformyte =~ the preliminary plans in particular =
were dramm up by yowr Staff under yowr direction, I have »cad so much
abowt Ted Ruddock recently amd about his awards, that I think they are
raking every effort to provont sorp after-the-war scloction boards from
retiring him because of the reasons incident to his detachment., HNobody
thinks more of Ted Ruddock than I do. I think that he is very ecapable,
but I also know that, after a mtter of months, the corbat strain on him
beeame sc great as to necessitate his request for detachment, I
hope that he is wall again, but I am introdueing this iittle article to
iTg.cat«e the montal attitude around Hashington and, particularly, around
ts friends,.

1 was certeinly glad to see that Swsde Owveresch was prozobted to be
an Adniral the other day. It doesn't seem reasanable that he should have
had to wait so long, but walt he did, I lmow that you and I are both
very foni of him, co that this is a distinctive triumph for us both, Howe
evar, despite this advancement, no officers of your Commarnd Battldeships
or Cruisers, which fousht thmugh the battles of the Palaus, Philippines,

-l-




amd Qkinawa, Mwwmmmdwmmm,ﬁmmmpmu
d&my&ﬂa,mocmmedthemwn,mdhemaﬁvmm, I think,

for yeasons other than copbat under you.

Things are going along here reasonably well with me, I am decon~
rdssioning and demobilizing the entim Motor Torpedo Hoat Command, with
the exception of two squadrons, which are here, and two which are enrouts,
plus four tendars. Tw job has boen long amd difficult, but wtil very
mm,t!wmtmwmmuwmtmmmwsre—
ceived were sbove mhat we had anticipated, Havover, very reocently, the
Wﬁmsﬁd&ﬂsswppedrwmtowmwm,mmmw
boen in a stalamate for ovor two weolts, Vork is mro amothly
dospite this, amd I am hopdng that we will be complefaly through by early
Descember, ihat the future then holds in store for "yours truly", I dontt
knowl I received a note from Mick Carnoy giving me quite a pat on the
bask from the THIRD Fleet for rmy work on the tacticeal publications emd in
the various combats in vhich we represerted that Fleet, which shows that
the THIRD Flest was friendly, anyway.

I hops that this letter finds you in very excollent health, for I
know that your new assigment will satisfy you cozpletely, That glorious
wife of yours is, no doubt, already mentally fixing up yowr quarters. I
hope that you will remember me to her when you see her, bocause I an very
ford of her, twmmmwmamw,whemtotm and
to Johmy Hoover, who is in command at North Island, I admire him greatly.

ith warmest personal regords, I am as ever,

Vary sinserely yours,

R, W, BATES
Corrodore, USH,.

Vice Admiral Jesse B, Oldendorf, USN
ConmBatRonOne

USS APPALAGHIAN

cfo Flect Post Qffice

Sen Francisco, Californis




MOTCR TORFEDC BOAT SQUADRORS PACIFIC FLERET
Office of the Commander

16 Rovember 1945

mm’

I received your letter with deep interest, beoause I had no idea at all
that you had been ordered to command the Atrmy-Navy Staff College. I didntt
think of it befors, but it seems perfectly logical that the College should
alternate in its command, that is, an Army officar at one time, a Baval officer
at another tims, and even on rare occasions, a U, S Marine. I don't think
that you have to worry ab all about being "prexy®, as your work in the Pacitie,
with all the plarming incident thereto, speaks very highly of your knowledge
iy your profession,

I was a 1little bit swprised at your comment concerning the fact that 1
noeded the motor toepedo boats to get me an additional star, Perhaps, I did,
I udges the recced, Just prior to
the war, as you know, I had cormand of the USS CLARK, which had been standing

untdl then, 1 won the Cumery Trophy, stood two in
torpedoss, and was one out of two ships which were
and Survey, which had inspected 80 ships,
leadership waaqxﬂteudequ&t:im

I laft the sea and went to the Raval War College in 1940, whers Admiral
Ealbfus told me that I was ons of two officers in the whole class, except
several like Bustvedt who had other assignments, whom he felt qualified for
servico on the Staff of the War College, and asked me to serve with him, I
accepted and bocame (hief of Strategy in the War College. If you will look
st my record, signed both by Admiral Pye and Admiral Kalbfus, you will find
most oubstanding remarks as to ry capabilities, In addition, Field Marshal
Sir John Dill listened to a two-hour address by me, and especially commend
me for my knowledge of my subject. :

The MINNEAPOLIS under my command was excellent, axi Swede Overesch, on
ry detachment when 150 officors wars present at a party for me at Majuro, said
that the KINNEAPOLIS was the fineost heavy cruiser in the Navy and said that he
included his owm ship, the SAN FRANCISCO, in this remark, I was awarded a
legion of Merit for my MINNEAPOLIS Cormand and was told by Admiral Halsey, at
the time, that it was about the finest citation that he had read, I was used
as & guinea pig for the Cruisers Pacific, so Admiral Kauffman told me,

After leaving the MINNEAPOLIS I went on Admiral Nimitz!'s Staff and was
directed by him to resrite USF=-10A, This I did, and USF-10B, which you have
been using in the Fleet, is elmost entirely ny work - word for word., I do
not know whether you liked it or not, xt 1 have received a great deal of
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friendly comment on it from Commanders THIRD and FIFTH Fleet and from thelr
wzs,wmmmmmmmw,wmmam

- ians,

while I was wosling on this book Admiral Oldemiorf aasked Admiral Fimitz
for oy scrvices as a loan. I went with him and wes his (hief of Staff at
Palau, leyte, Lingayen, and in the
his Chief of Staff at Okinawa had he
motae boat aceddent, Admiral Deyo eame over io the TENNESSEE, and I was
Chief of Staff for him during the first forty days of that occupation.

After the Battle of Swrigno, Admiral Cldendorf callsd me dewm into his
cabin and told me that I knew more about war than almost amy officer thal he
mmmw,mmmmmzmmmgmmm
for advancement to Rear Admiral, He sent in a dispateh making this
mwmmsamvaeemmmm:mmmewm
gp as Chief of Staff for Admiral Oldendorf, and they asied that 1 be
Cozmodore and be retained as Chief of Staff, Amiral Eimits told mo,

that he was going to promote ms, and he invited mo to his home
mmmmmmdwamwmmumm

Vies Admiral Moliorris told ms that thay were hoping to promote ms to
Rear Admival, 4n viow of the fact that Admiral King desired an &ir man, amd
not a line officer, as Chief of Staff for ComBatRonine. After the Okinawa

1 was dotached as Chief of Staff forr ComBatRonOns, wherse I was ro-

mwummm@ydmmmmmmwx
do not know whence I go from here, -

mwmamthwlmgetayammwpeﬂmofw,wulm
sending it to you merely to indicate what I have done, Frankly, I see no
mceasﬁ&yforanyhelpfmthamtortorpadoboatawadvaneom,smuldﬂxe
Comxmand so desire. As & matter of interest, when I received sy rank of
I went to a party at Tolosa, Loyte, where there were aboul ten
Rear Admirals. Not one of them would commend me for my new star, becsuse
thoy said I was entitled to two. A goodly number of these officore were
classmetes of mine, and included Wagner, Struble, and Sudth.

My discourse, as given asbove, is not for genaral publication, but it
is to Micatetomwbythereis,andhaabem,aeonaﬁemblefeenngof
wrest among certain of the higher officers who have not, as yoi, recelved
recognition as Rear Admirals. I have been told repeatedly that rmy performe-
ama,asaboveindicated,iseml%almabawbody'sdwmm,am:
mmmfmmmmwmmttmﬁmmm
that I had not as yet received recognition.

-2 -




o @

¥y only answer to this is that the ithe]dz'eaponn
sihle for victory, must have the right to chooss his eomandera. So far,
mhasmtseenfittachooaemam, althou@xldm‘tmm,zamm
I shall have to atide by his declsion.

I hope that I have not bored you too much, and I hope that I haventt
seopad egotistical,. izt I have related to you is factual without, I trust,
any ewballishment, whatsoover. Flease remprber o very kindly to Mrse HiLl,
;!miastorbothdyon, mmazwammandamm
(22 ol

~ Yours vary smeere]y;

- Re We BATES
- Compdore, USN
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MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PACIFIC FLERT
Ciffice of the Conmander :

18 Novezber 1945

®
Dear Lisutenant Bradley:

In a very short tine now you will be leawving this command and
returning homs to the States for separation from the Nawvy, I, therefore,
camnnot let yuu go without expressing to you ny appreciazbion of your
loyal and devoted services to this command arnd to yowr Flag, duwring your
service as Persannel Officer, lbtor Torpedo Boats Pacifie Flect.

You eame to this commnd with absolutely no knowledge whatscever
of the dutlies of the Persomel (fficer. In additiom, you came at a time
when the war had about ended and demebilization was about to begin.

I camot lmagine & more difficult aituation for & Persomel Officer to
f£ird himselif in,

Despite the above confused situation you twrned-to with vigor and
ethusiasn, and succeeded, at great physical and mental strain to youre
seli, in learning =hat your responsibllities consisted of, and of apply~
ing yourself to the dissolution of this command with remarkable sueecess,
You have succeeded in demobilizing well over tem thousand mem and well
over one-thousarmi officers, and, so far as I can see at this writing,
you have created a very friendly feeling in everyone towards the Raval
memmwdsmﬁotorToxpedoBoatmndarﬂmmdoﬁxghave

not made many mistakes,

This is an unusual perfo:mances I do not think that you would have
succeedad so well or, evem al ail, if 1t had nol been for ;our conselentious
nature which would not parmit ,ou to let down even though pliysically you
wished to do so. I feel that the entire Motor Torpedo Boat command was
fortumate that ou were civen thils assignmert and I regret tint it is now
meoessary for you to leave, .

I hope that in the civilian life, which you are clivosing, youwi.u
have a well-descrved suecess and I fizther hope that you will always vi
Motor Torpedc Boats Pacific and its Cormmander in a most friendly ugm

The Navy will need yow help after this war in maintaining the
support of the public and I hope that, in future jears, ;ou will always
throw your influence towards its supnort.

with wamest personal regsards, I am

Very simcerely yours,

‘ R. i, BATES,
Cormodore, USH,
Iieut, Arthur K, Bradley, USHR
Staff - ComMIBRonsPacFlt
¢/o Flest Post Office
San Francisco, Califoraia




HOTOR TORPEDC BOAT SRUADRONS PACIFIC FLERT
Office of the Commander

19 Fovenber 1945
Dear ILisutenant Commander Baron:

Tomorrow the good ship SILENUS will be leaving the forward areas and
will bo returning to the States for decommissioning. Therefore, I am writing
mthialcttertoh&dmfadspuda:ﬂaphumtwm

The SILENUS £irst appeared in the forward areas in Septamber 1944, when
she arrived at Tulagl, British Solomon Islands, Thers sho tended Motar Torpedo
Boat Squadron 37. Then she was ordered to Rlanche Harbor
in December 1944, where sho remained about two merithis,
in Felwnary 195, After remaining about ome week at Tulagi, the SILINUS was
oxdered to Espiritu Santo, where she arrived 23 February. There she temded

mwmzws&m%

In Angust of 1945 she went to Guam for repairs, and Weraham
ordered to Ckinawa, mshsmivadonmwww anchored in
Backnar Baye Atyphomh&mmedwmﬂatm 8o that her arrival

advantageous, mﬂahem&mdhwmtomm Oldnawa,
mmmmemmazmwmm boatatbete.
On 3 November 1945 she left Okinawa for the Philippines, and she arrived in
mnmaxmmrbm,m9m. Although the SILENUS
was not in any serious combat arcas, she, novertheless, performed her duties
of texier most admirably, mmwmmmtmmem
concerning her mm,mmlymmtusam

The records inticate that you sucscoeded to Command on 27 Cctoder 1945
and were very well qualifiod for this, as you had been Exooutive Officer from
mmaemmgmnmdawwmmm.

It is oy understanding that you are plamning to returmn to eivilian life
upon the decommissioning of your Command, I have no doubt but that you will be
vory successful in your aivilian affairs, not only because of your previous
training, but also because your training in the Nevy should aseist you in con-
tacting the public. I hope that you wontt forget those of us in the Regular
Navy who are endsavoring to carry on the high successes which were achlieved
by all hands during the war, and I further hope that, when the Navy needs
help, as it will in the peasce years, your voice will be over raised in its

[ 4

Bost wishes for a licrry (hristmas and a Happy New Year. I am,

Very sincerely yours,

1t, Cir. Henxry L, Baron, USHR -Re V. BATES
USS SILENUS (AGP-11) Commodore, USN
¢/o Fleet Post Office

San Franeisco, California




HOTOR TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PACIFIC FLEET
Office of the Commandeyr

21 November 1945

Deoayr H,T.:

I thought, as Thanksgiving neared, tiat it would be appropriate
for me to write you a letter concorning your activities in this war
and my personal appreciation of them. I remember you well, when you'
were Giief of the Design Soction of the Bureau of Engincering, and I
isarned at that early date what an outstanding Engineering Officer you
really are and how deep your knowledge is of engineering fundamentals,

It was, therefore, with great satisfaetion, that I heard 4n the
m@l%%tmmmmwmmmmmwm
enoyrmous responsibility which ho then held as Flset Haintenanse officer,
I talked to Admiral Dunn a couple of times, and I have no doubt but that
heladalotto&:uiththemeothismsmr. VYhoever made the
choice, it mas certainly s wise onel

I notice that all of the High Command are congratulating one another,
and the Hation also 1s congratulating them, on the corpieteness of their
victarios., I haven!t hoard amyone congratulsting Flect Maintenanse,
Pacific, mm,mwmwmmmmmimm
it not bemforthe fact that the Fleet Maintemanes Officer, Pacific,

menaged to keep the ships repaired, overhauled and operating.

1 am afraid that you have bsen so successful in this war that no
one will take time off to remier you dus commendation, I remember read-
ing long ag that Socrates sald that the most lmportant item in a Come
menderts training was a knouledge of Supply. UWhat he actually meant
wap what we mean taday by "Logisties". And what ocould be a greater part
mma.ut&sa"ﬂmﬂwmrbplayedbynoetm“mo?

Therefore, I am taking it upon myself to extend to you, for me and
for those with me, our hearty appreciation of everything you did for all
of the ships In the Pacific, As Chief of Staff for Vice Adwdral Oldendorf,
as Commander, Motor Torpedo Boat Squadrons, Pacific Fleet, and as Commande
Mgomwmeu.u.s.rmmzmus Ihavehadax:pleopportunityto
obsmetmhemmqtﬂ:mmtsplawdmyowcmwﬁbyﬁwmt
ghips, and I have also had an equal opportunity of observing the remarke
abls success with which you fulfilled all their demends, Like submarines,
Imafmidthaeyourmetﬁaintmcoismreorlassofa”sﬁentam\-

vice", but this silence is not due so much to secrecy as it is to accom-

plishment,




I want to wish you & most Happy Thankspiving, and later, a most
¥arry (hristmas and a Happy New Year, No one is ontitled to & greater
happiness than you are over these festive days, because ro one has
axcallsd you in your particular f£ield, . .

With wammest persomal rogards, I am,

- Very sincerely yoursy

R, W, BATES
Corrodore, USH

Rear Admirel H. T, -Smith, USH

Fleet Maintenance Officer

Cormander Service Force Pacific Fleet
¢/o Fleet Post Offico

San Francisco, California




WOTOR TORPEDO HOAT SQUADRONS PACIFIC FLEST
Office of thw Commander

21 Rovenber 1945

Dear Mike:

A letter from me is probably a great surprise, and therefore I hope
that 44 won?t stun you over the Christmas Holidays. However, we are writing
hexo, in Leyte, on board my Flagship, a history of lotor Torpedo Boats,
Pacific Fleot, ami have succooded in completing the years 1944 and 1945.

I have been reading what my have produced, and your name comos
forth so frequently, ard in s@h a fine way, that I feel constrained to
write you & letter to congratdlate you vpon what you did,

I had thought that Captain Bomling, who commanded the Moter Torpedo
Boats, Seventh Fleet, had developed a good part of the lotor Torpedo Boats?
Doetrine and loglstiss, but I have discovered that & mjor portion of present
¥otor Torpedo Beat practices = along the above lines - were the
hard way bty you. I have always known that you were a capable combat Commander,
and what I have now lsarned, in addition, is that you are evidently also an
axcellent administrator and are ready and willing to stand wp for what you
think is correct. The history indicates repeated references to letters which
you ‘wrote, vigorously protesting interferences with yomr supply and with the
chaln of command, ete., which interferences seemed to be somewhat usual in

certaln areas.

I an now decommssioning and demobilizing the Motor Torpedo Boat Conmand
which, up to two months ago, numbered 285 motor torpedo boats, with 24 more
on the way out, amd with 19 tenders. I had succeeded in establishing the
foudation for & large base at Shana Wan at Cldnawa, when the war ended. My
PTs, in Okinawa, numbered cnly 31 boats, tut these boats did very well against
the Japs and on airessa roscus, and thoy received numerous comwnendations,

This large Command of minc is now gradually disappearing, as certain of
the boats are burmed, and others arc decomrisgioned for sale as sarplus, This
of the PT boats s occurring here at leyteo, but the tenders
are being sent home for the inmctive floct or for sale as swrplus. It is not
a pleasant sight, to a lover of the sea, to see ships, oven though motor tore
pedo boats, burned, but many of them, after three years of war, have no other
value than “scrap".

I hope that this lotter finds you in the best of health and enjoying
yoursalf in our beloved city. It 1s too bad that I haven't scen your name
advanced to Rear Admiral, as I can assure you there is no doubt in anybody's
mind of your capabilitiocs, I mmst say here, for your peace of mind however,
that your lack of advancement at this time, everyone belicves, is due to the
publicity which you received over the BOISE affair, Some people are helped

“lew




wmmw,ammmmmwemammmmm
Eirk,botho:wmvezyablegmﬂeotherpaoplehavabemhurtby
publicity, notably you.

ns of those days you will recsive by mail, by
the portion of the history which we have written up to date. I should
4f you would read it over anl would recormend
W,umm,mmwmmmmrm
worthy of amplification or clarifiscation. _

This historieal assignment was dropped on ms like a bomb shell about
three months ago, and I have bean staggering ever since under the additional
load of decommissioning and demobilisation, Howsver, I believe that owr
historieal product is excellent, and I have been told, st Pearl, that it was
as pgood as they have soen, So don't be too harsh on my hard-working Staffl

With best regards to you, and with best wishes for a lierry Christmas
and a Happy New Year, I am as ever, )

Very sinceraly yours,

R, W, BATES
Commodore, U3

Coorodore E, J. Moran, USH
Treasure Island
San Franciseco, California
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November 24 1945.

Commodore Bates
AGP 12
Samar

Fleet P O
San Francisco California

Dear Sir,

I am reliably informed that you are in command of all
P T operations in the Pacific area.

The interest which the Navy League of this state has

long maintained in the P T squadrons, and our strenuous
endeavors in their direction, give me a particular feeling
of identity with this service. Added to which, my son is
with these squadrons in your area.

On the basis of the foregoing, you will understand my
appeal directly to yous I have been under doctors' care
for some monthse During that time, my condition has been
oritical. At present, there is no favorable prognosis for
recovery from an incurable ailment, short of a miracle.
In the meantime, I go about my duties, seemingly quite
normal. My first concern is to shield my family and
friends from an awareness of these facts.

Our only son is with the 7th Fleet, I cannot use the normal
channels of appeal for his early return, because this would
entail the Home Service of the Red Cross. In a community

like this one, where we are very well known, it would be
impossible to keep the urgency seoret were such means em-
ployeds Straining every endeavor to keep painful knowledge
from those surrounding me, you can appreciate that I am under
o considerable strain. It would therefore, be a great comfort
to me to be able to have our son home without further delaye

At the recent Navy Day dinner which we of the Navy League gave
for Admiral McCormack, he assured me that the P T's were "surplus
and were being rapidly demobilised. Other high ranking ofticers
encountered in our work, have similarly confirmed this opinion.

I do not feel, therefore, that I am asking for any special dis-
pensation for Robert, since in all probability his present activi-
ty has been reduced to a minimum, due to the reduction of demand

on this services.

L

Would you be good enough to give this appeal your careful
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Commodore Batese =2-

considerations If possible, would you direct that Robert
be returned at an early date. He has advised us that the
ship to which he is at present attached, is scheduled for
an early return. I oan only hope that your intercession
mekes it possible for him t0 return with it, or with a
speedier craft if such could be arranged.

Believe me, Sir, yow kindness and thoughtful intercession
will meke me eternally grateful, though that eternity seem
very short at this moment.

With gratitude for your attention, and warm thanks for
the splendid work your P T squadrons have done to bring
about cessation of hostilities, 1 am

Yours sincerely,
- ey r?' i
/ﬂ
Lina P Dereckse? (Mrs N E )

Chairman, White Plains Women's Council

Convalescent Service, Westchester County

Navy League of the U S

re. Robert E Derecktor CM 3/c
Comm Rons 7th Flest Base 17 Samar
F P O Sgn Francisco California

ERIC A. JOHNSTON



MOTOR TCRPEDO BOAT SULUADRONS PACIFIC FPLIKET
Office of the Commnder

" 21, Noverber 1945
Dear loule:

Out here in the forward areas one often observes tho scene from a
difforent angle than one does in the States, It may be that, from here,
an idea night be of valne to you there, who are bearing the hoavy respon-
sibility of mintaining s Navy,.

There is considerabls talk in the Argy-Nevy Register and elsewhoro con-
cerning the retiramant of officers of age to mko way for younger officers,
and this morning's press qutes Admiral Halsey as having mmde such a state-
ment, Several high ranking officers have indicated to o that they do not
plan to retire, however, until they have reached the retirerent age, and
the reasons, in mny cases ars, withouw doubt, financial ones.

- . Some years ago, il an officar. s selected to be a Rear Admirel,
and 1f he did not make his nurber by ilie tims the next selection period
reiled arcund, it mas necessary to re-select him, This ro-selection was
something that most candidates were reluctart to face a second tire, This
reluctanes was based on the fact that there was no gnaramtee that, bocsuse
ane board chose you, the next onc would also.

Some years ago, & Captain who had been selected for Admiral, as abowe
indicated, discovered that, if he did not make his number before a certain
date, he would have to undergo re-selection, He, therefore, found a senior
admirel who was due to retire in a matter of months, and offered to pay that
admirel the difference botwoen his retired pay and the active pey of his
rank, should he retire them and there and males a vacancy for the Captain,
Thoe old Admiral agreed to rotire on this basis and the Captain became an
%mﬁmhw,ﬂmmmcm,mmwm
of the et ’

I an wandering, therefore, if it would not be a wise mowve to offer
sendor admirals - say men of 58 or 59 years of age = the opportunity of
retiring now and being paid the difference betwoen the active pay of their
rank and the retired pgy. I think that this will roughly arount to about
fifteen thowand dallars for a retiramnt age of 62 years, Many might be
willing to aecept such a plan rather than be imvited out.

I don't presume that this idea is original with me oy, but I have
talled it over with a muber of Rear Adnirals, end they seem to think that
it is wrthy of attention and suggested that I send it in, either officially

or unofficially, So, here it isi




I @wn imagine the tremendous job you have there with dempidlimation]
I have been doing my ulmost here to faellitate the demobilisation of the
mmzm,m&um«nymm In s mtter of
motar torpeds boats will hawve been demvbilizod and decoow -
30 more will probably have been dempbiliszed
and decommdsaioned at Foarl, All tenders, to be sent home for decommissione
ing, have been sent home with the exveption of 3 « the ORESTES, CALLISTO,
ammewnm-mwwmmmmm mtte@cfsmalm.
boen quite an undertaking, but
mm,formmtwpedowpers@
repeatedly told me that they are extremaly gratificd at the mamner
in vhich thsy have been handled.

iith wmrmest personal regands to you, and with best wiches for a
Mxyﬁzﬂstmsanianapwnmtm,lmas over,

Vary sincarely yowrs,

R, li. BATES
Cormodore, USH




® Qe
MOTOR TOEPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PACIFIC FLEEY
Office of the Commnder :

. 2l Bovacher 1945
Dear Dostor Scaifes

1 Ymow that you mst think ms & most dreadful fellow and a most ine
considerate fallow, in addition, for not having acknoelodged yowr combosy
in sending re a Quistmae presont last year, I want you to know that it

For yowr infarmation, I have been through quite a bit
have had so many shelle and planes streddls me or arash
almmys felt that a hand mach greater than mine was protecting
tne day during the ocoupation of layte, Adniral Oldendorf and
ing or the bridge of the Flagship which was stopped. The
troublesome all day long from the alr, bub a Inll had cecwrred and
plangcs on their radars or in sight, Suidenly, I

over us®, and I said, "thatte right; I'a certainly glad

hym sevaral yesrs ago®s I.sald I thought that in Heaven

od down and saw this plane abmat to hit the IOUISVILLE, amdi had said, "Stop
that planel The hymn writer is on that shipi® .Something 1ike that mmst
have occurred because no one, other than the Creator, had anything to do with
the callapse of that nplane,

-lew




for the present, Thars you are
there you should return wntil bMgeger

And, lastly, I want to tell you how proud I was that you joined the
Naval service for this war. I heard rumors that you were at Pensacals,
but wharever you were maless little real differance « the fact is « you
woe with us. IJaow that it mus a difficult deeisien for you to make,
and I do not think that tls rank which you received was commsnsurate with
your abilities, but, after all, I don't think that ary of that mede much
difference to you; as all you dosired to do was "to scrve®, It has been
ry sinoere regret throughout this war that our paths have not croesad,
and I shall always regret that I have encountered no one of your capabile
ities to inspire me in my combat duties., I know that, vherever you sérved,
thare was happiness and conbontment among all that lmow and heard you.

Wth warmest personal regards to you and Mrs, Scaife; and with best

wishes for a Mary Chrdistims and a Happy Bew Year to a wonderful palsr, X
an, as ever

Very sinceraly yours,

R, Ve BATES

Corxodore, USN




® o
MOTGR TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PACIFIC FLEET
0ffice of the Commander

2, Bovacder IN5
Doar Fisishhadker,

I imagine that you consider me the most mgrateful fellew in the |
wrld, and I think that you have just cause to think o, I an, therefors,
writing to you now with the bop? that, being £illed with the Christems
Spirit, you will be willing to fergive my extreme lack of courtesy to you.
It is quite possible tiat you don*t know what is fmpeliing this letter, but
it is also possible that you do. - '

that I am writing about is this] Last year, when you were in Pelelien,
you very kindly had made for zo & bracelet for ry wrist watch, This tracelet
was made out of the aluninum of a Japanese airplane and has on it te@o Japane
@96 insignia. It is one of the nicest things that I have scen in this war,
and I can't thank you $o0o0 much for yowr kdndness in thinking of me, BEverye
thing you did concarning this btracelst was volwntary, and that makes zs scem
all the less approciative,

. - I want you to kmow that I £inally received this hracolst soms months
ago, and I have enjoyed it evor aince, Until I received this bratelet I
had nover enjayed wearing anything on my wrist at all, but the job done by
yow Pelelisuvian manufacturers is so exvellent and has csused so much

friendly comment, that I find myself weering it quite frequently. Uany,
many thanks, :

I suppose that by the time you receive this you will have been demobll-
jsed and have gone back into your insaranse business, I know that you will
be successful in this buminéss, because the son of such a brilliant father
has an advantage over many, and besides that, your sucoess in football and
in the Havy all lead to the same canclusion. '

I «;m out hore in leyte, where I am decommissioning and demobdlizming
the major portion of the liotor Torpedo Boat Command, and I have practically
campleted the work, Boyond that I have no information concerming the PT
Corraarxi nor myself,

You will be interosted to know that that book, USF=l0A; which I was
revising at Pearl, and which Adrmiral Reeves was so kind abcut in giving
e the benefit of his Juigment, has been in the Flsel for xnths as USF-10B.
It has been highly reccived by everyone, and I am rost delighted. The book
could not have been so succesaful hed not men like yowr Admiral boen kind
enough to give up a good portion of their valuable tire in asgisting me,
For tint, I an oo grztedul.




' ’ ‘

1 wish you all happinces in your new career, whatever it may be,
and I further wish you & very Merry Christms and a Happy New Year,

Best regards, as always

Yy sinceraly yours,

R, W, BATES
Comxxlorec, USH




MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRORS PACIFIC FIEET
Office of the Commander

Report, which I am glving
you, direct to the legal Section there and insure that it is checked in
through the ¥2il Room, Then tell then that I would like tham to lock it
over and tell me how they feal about. ib, as I am anxiocus to release sows
of the witnesses who, otharwise, mzhem.oam. You can explain to
mmtwmmmmmaamwwmmnmammfm
that Lieutenant Copsmndar lMolver was absolutely new amd was given a sather
wmwwamwummmm Perhaps
you csn teing thedr. endorsemcat to me,

2e Then you soc Cormddore Does, say *hello” for me, and give him
mwmmmmmmmmmtmmmmmm
us and how we think that it is sbout over. Tell Cormodore Dees also that
Ideutenant Commander VWark spoaks moat highly of him and his son and was
vory appreociative of his halp whon he wasg there, Tall him further that
Wark has developed into an excellent historian end his work is first olass,
He, Lisubenant Commnder whsk, will probebly pass tirough there im a couple
of weaks emoubte to Los Angelos, where he will complete the history, Come
modore Does will probably give you the replies, as best he can, to By memor-
anhm, Get what dope you can and bring back wiat firemen and water tenders
ami anybody else you can with you.

3. Commodoro Carter, the Operations 0fficer, will be glad to
seeyou,andmmto@.whﬁmﬂmmomzﬂmImgh&ngmf&hm.
You may ask him anything you but I think the memorandun erdocecss it
all, Ons thing I dﬁn’tmﬁminﬂzemxmﬂmisthesmmm,
whish you might coment tc him about,

o ke You may take time as necessary to see your friands, but don't
stay too long as we are anxzious to get the news,

5. I should like you, £inally, to buy me at Pearl eome stars for
ny collar, probably three sets, several stars for ny garrison caps, and also
some khakl shirts at the Sub Base or elsewhere, if you can obtain then -

gize 17, sleove length 32 - not too heavy,

R, e BATES
Cormodore, USHN

Lisutemant W, C, Godfrey, USH
Staff - ComiTRRonsPacFlt

o/o Fleet Post Office

Sar Frenciseco, California




MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS B: CIFIC FLEET
Office of the Commmnder

%Baveazb&lw

The bearer of this memorandum is Lisutenant Godfrey, who is

the son of a clasamte of mine, Captain Godfrey, USHN. He is ry Opexations
Wﬁm,mzmwmmmmmmmmwtmmm&mm

24 Yy problan 1s not too serious at present, but will, in a month
or so, bagin to show sims of sirain, becawse I need sore engincering ratings.
These shipe - the ACONTIUS and CYRENE - are the only stean shipe in the antire
Yotor Torpedo Boat Command, They are baing retalned on active sorvice with
the PT Fleet, and for the present, at least, are to be in the Philippinos,
Ther'e 18 no seuree hexe of personnel trained in stean engineering, I have
asked Sarvily 72 and ConmPhilSeaFromtier and have never got other than nega-
tive, There seess to be very little supply here of anything that we might

- wish, Even were thesc persormel available, there seetis to be considerable
doubt as to whether I could get them or not,.

3 I am hoping that you will give Lioutenant Godfroy a mwber of
mater tender's and firemsn, Us Se Navy, that he can tale bagl with him in the

pPlans,

Lo Finally, you may be able to tell Godfrey how I an to zut my
m:ietedmtﬂnga,fwlreajlyamnot quite sure, Wll you send them out
fnmttomeonwmqumt, or do you plan to sond them sorewhers that I
mist ask?

5 Mmummhxwmww,ﬁmammm
time to be Executive O0fficer of the SILEIUS and bring her home., Thare wasnit
anybody avallable in this Command for this job when Iisutenant Springer gpe
poared, so if you have dons no other good deed for Christoas, that was onee

. 6o I don't know where they plan to obtain officer parsomel for
the motor torpedo boats, The Bureau has given me aubhority to transfer lowe
point officer persomel to these PT Sguadrons without reference to them, armd
1 have dane so; bub renlacerments will be necessary in a natter of months if
tho Burenu persists in cubting points as radiecally as they do without wamming,
I am going to need in a matber of ronths a considerable nurber of officers
for all of my ships, and any information you can give licutonent Godfrey on
this will be more than approciated.

7 I cantt tell you how doeply I sympathisze with your assionment

there, I have no doubt bub that yowr halr is turning white as snow from the
frightful dermands placed upon you by all comwnds. I have doms ry best to

-1,




halp you out, and I have turned into your strean from here amd in the
States yamrds of fifteen thousand men and probably fifteon hundred ofe
ficors, 4 great many of these are lows=point, a:d I motice tiet BuPers
has £inally discovered them here et 3149 and has turned several hundred
. of them over to you. I$ is high time, for the young men are getting im-
- patient over there.

‘ 8. I havent ¢ the slightest ides what is going to happen to the -
Motar Torpedo Boat Commnd n have I ang idea what is to happen to me.

I don't soum to have stooad too well in Washington with the et regime, but
posaibly the now regime my hove a different attitude. Lstfs hopo sol -
This applies als to you, "y fran™]

9% mmsfwaMMWamnw!w. 1
at,

Very sincercly yours,

R, e BAIES
Commadore, USH,

Cocmodore Randall B, Decs, USK

Staff - Commander Service Fores Pacific Fleet
¢/o Flset Post Office

San Franecisco, Califamia




HOTOR TORPEDO BOAT S(UADRCNS PACIFIC FLEET
Of£i05 of the Cormander

26 Roverber 19,5

The bearsr of this letter is Lisutenart Godfrey, who is the
son of & clasamate of mins, Captain Godfrey. He is my Operations Officer,
and I am sending him to you to give you a personel repcrt on the status of
the kotor Torpedo Boat Floet,

2, 48 you can readily see from the dispatches, the Command is
practically decommiesioned and dawitilized, Thers are two more squadrons of
the Philippine Sea Frontier -~ Squadrons 16 and 23 « and thros squadrons of
the Pacific Floet, which have not, as yet, been decomiszioned, Six boats
of Squaxiron 37 are here, amd one boat of Squadron 31 is here, These boats
have boen inspected by the local boards and were declared as the finest motor
tarpedo boats tiat had been seen in the area, and that they were in better
shape geerally than thoy were when thay were delivered by the factary, That
shows what can be done by competent persemmel. Today zix boats of Squadron 31
are arrdving on LSD=13, and in a day or so six more of Squadron 31 vo
on the LSD=19, It is my expectation that these beats will bo in as a
coxdition as the mreviocus boats, although one boat ran on a reef and
ported as not bedng in too good shape. However, I have directed that it
hoisted aboard the ACONTIUS, and we will endsavor to repair it, The six boats
from Espiritu Santos hawe not as yst arrived, and the reports now give an
of 30 November, This is a disappointment to oo, as I had hoped to have them
here ere now, Howewver, tho LSD was diverted ard lost five days enroute, and
scams to have lost five more days at Espiritu Santos for soee reason,

3. I axpect to have the entire PT Floet docommissioned and demobile
ized early in Decambar and all tenders will have bean sent home by then with
the exception of the CIRENE and the ACONTIUS, which are scheduled for the active
Fleet, At the present time both the CIRENE and the ACCHTIUS, plus the ORESTES
and CALLIST0, are here at Base 17, completing the decormmissiming of the Philipe
pine Sea Frontier, and tho ARTIGNE is still at Gidnaws, but will come south
next trip, I plan to strip the ORESTES, ANTIGONE, and CAILISTO of their lowe
polnt persamel and then send then to the States for deceemissioning, I will
serd you a dispateh whon I have finally set tho date for their departure from
here, but at the presant, for planning, it is 15 Deocmber,.

be The Fhdlippine Sea Fromtier Molor Torpedo Boat Commend was sup~
posed to be dissolved on the 22rd of this manth, but I Llocked it on the ground
that the Philippine Sea Fronmtier was novhere near ready to be dissolved st that
tims, The Fhilippine Sea Frantior lMotor Torpedo Boat Cormand is not now bedng
dissolved but is being retained in being to complete its work, Everything is
met friendly between Philippine Sea Frontier and ryself, Bwory aotion that I
have taken or recormended has met with CorPhilSeaFrontierts entire approwal,

-lﬂ
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and the Operations Qfficer, Capbaln Reynolds, said to me the other day that,

if he could only get the rest of the Philippine Sea Frontier Command to operate
as axoothly as this Cormand has in decomdssioning and demobdlizing, his worries
would be at an exnd.

Se Imamummmhaekmwmtmﬂmtodo
with the Motor Torpedo Boab. Pacdfic Fleet, once tho decommisaloning and do-
moiilizing i5 sorpleted. Iy porsonal opinton is that it would be wise to do-
- comuission the entire Commndy but X am not fully informed on policy and I
ean not mke a recommndation without the information, Bowswver, there are no
larger ships scheduled for this ares, amd the training of the motor tarpedo
boats, therefore, beeomesmnstufr. In addition, those moter torpedo boate
mnﬁw&mﬂﬁ&%mhmﬁmwﬂhﬂ%,mﬂth@mm
rapidly cbsolote as war in the Horth intensified, I, pereonally, think that
uwcmmmmmammmmzwnmm
Mtwmaathitmwmewmmﬁwmm
in devdloping now PT boats and dosigns, and thercly kooping Eleo, and possihly
Higgins, operative as design builders, Ihavaalsoadmdmmuuduvyto

Aroa o

discuss with you the possibllity of oy moving around in the
else without referance to youe I should like to go with the ACONTIUS,

anyshore

CIRENE and Squadran 40 to lenila for Christmas, and I can condust fucling at

mammwgd&m&mw,m&ismhematmm enrouts, A5 &
mtter of interest, cammﬂsem!omier's Opcrations Dep said that thay
would like mo, fortzzeprem keep one squadron basod &t Base 17 amd one
at Suble. Sa,IhaveSqmdxw”baaedaahweatSnbie where thoy are making
& most favorable impression., I have heard many vary £ comenits about

than from higher offioars, and they evidently are carrying oub those practicés
wuhich I told you long ag I was trying to put into effoct in the PT Flest -

mking than units of the Rogular Navy amd putting thom in wniforms, cte,

6. There are a considerable nunber of torpedoes at Mamus of a type
which wo are supposed to use in theo »tor tarpedo boats; and I might like to

2o to Manus to plak up those twrpodoes. You see, the parsomnel of these ships
is mretty groen now and we mst 2o oo training crulses to drill firemen, wateh
standers, m;mwmawwmxmwmmm&nm
stone,

e I am working up a traindng schedule for the squadrons and tep-
ders, ard lisutenant Godfrey, &y Opsvations Officer, can tell you about that,
Wwe have no Ynowdedge of the future plans for the squadrons - nor have we any
knowlodge of Squadrons 41 and 42 and thedr tenders, the CHIRCH and the BRONTES,

8e I notlce today that Admiral Spruance is now Comrmnder-in-Chief,
Pagific Fleet, which is a most gratifying thing to me, He is a remarimbly ahle
man and, in addition, is most courageous. Spruance was abways there where the
bonbsm and he took his hits with the rest of them, Thoy almays said that
'Mtwolumssimtoutfmmuﬂwhﬁmﬁzmbatﬂe-"&prm"
mmmmmmmmam I an an enormous admirer of




-

always focl that a great deal of o succoss in the Pacdfic
balangs to him, Cldendorf?s culfit servod under Sprruance,

% I an wondering whether you are to resein there, and, if not,
whare are you going, and who iz yowr relief? mhavednmaﬁmjobaﬂ
ars ontitled to anything you desire, and I foal sure that Admiral Nimitz

ml'aeet.hstmgsbn. Mtinmmgtomsﬁcaﬂw

‘You see, my news is very pool* out heare, v&hamtmml
Wtoyw,lam, uw,mddmmmaw

Very sinecroly yours,

R, ¥, BAIDS
eaqmdoz-e, usH




	Previous Folder
	Next Folder
	Back to Index

